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EDITORIAL

This issue of Tribulus coincides with the passing of
the UAE's first President, His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan, who died on 2nd November 2004. A
review of some of his direct, personal contributions to
conservation and investigation of the country's
environment and heritage is the first paper in the issue.
It is appropriate, we believe, to pay tribute in this way to
a man who was undoubtedly one of the leading Arab
statesmen of the second half of the twentieth century, as
well as being very much the founder of a consciousness
about environmental and heritage issues in the country.
The Editorial Board offer their condolences to his son
and successor, HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
to the Al Nahyan family and to the government and
people of the United Arab Emirates.

The best way to acknowledge his work is to
continue it, and we shall endeavour to continue to
promote knowledge of the environment and heritage of
the country he held so dear.

The second paper, by Mark Beech and Nasser Al
Shaiba, represents the first detailed study of a type of
archaeological site that is known to exist throughout the
Gulf, but has been little reported — that of inter-tidal man-
made structures. This paper reports on the discovery of
several sites of this type on the island of Marawah,
further evidence of the importance of this island to the
UAE's archaeology. As is the case with many papers in
Tribulus, this one may well represent only the tip of the
iceberg — if its publication prompts the reporting of further
sites of this type, we shall be well pleased.

The third paper is by one of our most regular
contributors, Gary Feulner, who turns his attention on
this occasion to the presence of 'landslide dams' in the
Ru'us al Jibal. Only someone such as Gary, who has
probably climbed more of the mountains in the UAE and
Musandam than any other expatriate resident, could
have put together a paper fike this. It is easy to assume
at first glance that the mountains have remained
relatively unchanged for thousands of years, apart from
the impact of erosion and the depletion of their natural
vegetation as a result of climatic change and over-
grazing. Here, as in his earlier paper on wadis that fork
downstream, Gary shows that the geology is not
immutable, or only changing very very slowly, but can be
subject to sudden change. With the reports in the last
couple of years or so of seismic tremors in the
mountains, his paper is a timely reminder.

The fourth, and last of the main papers, is a lengthy
study by Dr. Geoffrey King of a group of three Late

Islamic mosques on the island of Dalma. First recorded
by the Abu Dhabi Islands Archaeological Survey, ADIAS,
in 1992, these are the only group of their type still known
to survive in eastern Arabia, and are a unique component
of Abu Dhabi's architectural history. In recent years, they
have been restored, and Dr. King's paper provides a
detailed record of their state prior to restoration.

Our Notes section is shorter than usual this issue,
because of the need to provide space for the four main
papers (and even so, this issue is much longer than the
now-conventional 28 pages). The single Note, by Drew
Gardner, draws attention to the identification of a new
species of viper, endemic to the UAE and Northern
Oman, the Oman saw-scaled viper Echis omanensis,
this now having been distinguished from Burton's saw-
scaled viper Echis coloratus, formerly thought to be
present here. The new species has been described on
the basis of museum specimens — further confirmation,
as if we needed any, that there is a real value to the
maintaining of, and the proper curation of, museum
reference collections of specimens. This is an area in
which, sadly, the UAE is still lacking, although there are
a growing number of specimens of various orders
(insects and fishes, in particular) in private hands. We
look forward, hopefully, but a bit cautiously, to the long-
term establishment of some proper reference collections
in the UAE in the years to come. It is right, and
appropriate, that specimens of UAE flora and fauna can
be found in major international scientific institutions,
where they can be consulted by overseas scientists, but
it is also essential that such collections are estabished in
the UAE itself.

There is one Obituary — of a man, Edward Wiltshire,
whose name is unlikely to be familiar to most readers of
this Journal, even though he co-authored a paper on
large moths in 1998. In a life of 94 years, he spent over
80 years of his time, when not engaged in a successful
professional career in diplomacy, studying the insects of
Arabia and elsewhere, an example to all those who
believe that 'amateurs' can play a role in the promotion of
scientific studies of natural history.

Finally, in our Review, Publications and Research
section, mention is made of the PhD recently obtained by
Chris Drew of the Environmental Research and Wildlife
Development Agency, ERWDA, for his study of the Cape
hare Lepus capensis in the deserts of Abu Dhabi. It is
good to see some solid scientific results coming out of
ERWDA's multi-faceted work. There are now quite a
large number of archaeologists with doctorates on UAE
topics, and we look forward to seeing more doctorates on
natural history topics as well in the years to come.

Moore.
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Site MR44 consisted of two rows of stones located
6.6 metres apart (Figure 7). Part A was an almost
straight row of stones, 8.7 metres in length, oriented N-
S (Figure 8). Part B was a concave arc of stones,
perpendicular to Part A, 12.5 metres in length, oriented
NE-SW (Figures 9-10). These features formed a similar
configuration to MR43 (cf. Figures 5 and 11).

Site MR45 consisted of three associated stone
features (Figure 12). Part A was an almost straight row
of 60 stones, 7.2 metres in length, oriented NW-SE.
Part B was a curved arc of about 110 stones, 15.2
metres in length, oriented NE-SW (Figure 13). Part C
was a cluster of stones ca. 2.3 metres in diameter.

These sites are all interpreted by the authors as
representing ancient boat mooring sites. So why are
these newly discovered stone features not fish traps?
Several points seem to suggest that they are not some
sort of “haddrah” or “sikar”. First, they are unlike the
Dalma fish traps which generally join up from the
present shoreline, and run perpendicular to or obliquely
from the shoreline for considerable distances (often 25+
metres).

These Marawah sites stand separately some
distance from the modern shoreline, between 120-250
metres out from the modern day high tide mark. The
juxtaposition of the main paired walls does not resemble
the usual barrier traps, and does not seem functionaily
to make sense as a fish trap. All three sites have a
common feature in that the longer walls are generally
oriented NE-SW and are located to the NW side of the
complex. This suggests that the walls may have been
deliberately constructed at this angle to provide shelter
from the prevailing wind direction from the NW. The
walls of these structures are quite solidly built and are
constructed differently from the fish traps seen on
Dalma. Whereas on Dalma misshaped pieces of
beachrock were placed on top of one another to form an
irregular wall, the examples on Marawah are
constructed with large slabs of beach rock laid against
one another like leaning dominos (Figure 6). Some of
these are quite massive suggesting that the aim was to
construct a substantial feature immovable by waves
and tides.

MR43 53.25132 24.26724

Two rows of stones (See Figures 3-6): o

Part A = an almost straight row of 33 stones, 7.7 metres in length, 1.1
metres wide, and 0.7 metres in height, oriented NE-SW.

GPS co-ordinates for its two ends are:

E 53.25132, N 24.26716

E 53.25133, N 24.26722

Part B = a curved arc of 70 stones, 13.45 metres in length, 1 metre wide
and 0.7 metres in height, oriented NNE-SSW (See Figures 4 and 6).

GPS co-ordinates for its two ends are:

E 53.25124, N 24.26725

E 53.25133, N 24.26731

MR44 53.24221 24.27437 Two rows of stones located 6.6 metres apart (See Figures 7-11):
Part A = An almost straight row of stones, 8.7 metres in length, 0.9
metres wide and 0.6 metres in height, oriented N-S (See Figure 8).
GPS co-ordinates for its two ends are:
E 53.24221, N 24.27429
E 53.24221, N 24.27437
Part B = Perpendicular to the above row of stones is a concave curved arc
of stones, 12.5 metres in length, 0.65 metres wide, and 0.8 metres in
height, oriented NE-SW (See Figure 9-10).
GPS co-ordinates for its two ends are:
E 53.24213, N 24.27439
E 53.24225, N 24.27445

MR45 53.22923 24.27875 Three associated stone features (See Figure 12-13):

Part A = an almost straight row of 60 stones, 7.2 metres in length, 1
metre wide and 0.55 metres in height, oriented NW-SE.

GPS co-ordinates for its two ends are:

E 53.22926, N 24.27870

E 53.22923, N 24.27875

What looks like an old abandoned steel buoy is located at the northern
end of this row of stones.

Part B = a curved arc of about 110 stones, 15.2 metres in length, 1
metre wide and 0.75 metres in height, oriented NE-SW (See Figure 12).
GPS co-ordinates for its two ends are:

E 53.22916, N 24.27878

E 53.22924, N 24.27892

Part C = a cluster of stones ca. 2.3 metres in diameter with a height of
0.7 metres. GPS co-ordinates: E 53.22932, N 24.27882

Table 1: Sites MR43, MR44 and MR45 on Marawah
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